
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



212 TO MINISTERS. 



regret about killing a woman than a man. " I hardly know why, myself," 
answered he. " I don't suppose I should, if it were a common thing for 
women to fight. But we are accustomed to think of them as not defend- 
ing themselves ; and there is something in every human heart that makes 
a man unwilling to fight those who do not fight in return. It seems mean 
and dastardly, and a man cannot work himself up to it."' " Then if one 
nation would not fight, another could not," said I ; " what if a nation, in- 
stead of an individual, should make such an appeal to the manly feeling, 
which you say is inherent in the heart ?" " I believe other nations 
would be ashamed to attack her," he replied. " It would take away all 
the glory and excitement of war, and the hardiest soldier would shrink 
from it, as from cold blooded murder." " Such a peace establishment 
would be at once cheap and beautiful," rejoined I ; and so we parted. — Co- 
lumbian Magazine. 



TO MINISTERS OP THE OOSFEL OP ALL DENOMINATIONS. 

Beloved Brethren, — The ancient ministers of the true religion, priests 
and prophets, were patriotic ; they felt a deep solicitude for the welfare 
of their nation, for all Israel. To them no country was like Canaan : it 
was the glorious holy land. The apostles, though their mission was to 
all the world, participated strongly in the same feeling. We also are 
indebted to our country for many blessings ; we enjoy protection, civil 
liberty, and, what our fathers sought in coming to this western continent, 
"freedom to worship God." We then owe important duties to our 
country. 

We have doubtless lifted up the voic? of thanksgiving and praise to 
the Sovereign Ruler of the world, for the amicable settlement of the Ore- 
gon controversy. The evils thus prevented, and the blessings secured, 
future ages and the chronicles of eternity only can fully disclose. It is 
believed that God has been praised by his children, throughout the length 
and breadth of the land, for inspiring the rulers and people of both 
nations with the spirit of forbearance and conciliation. 

But there is a discount upon this joy. We are involved in war : nor 
can we lay all the blame upon Mexico. That she has been in the fault 
in her intercourse with us is doubtless true, but it may appear, and an 
enlightened world may so decide, that she has been more sinned against, 
than sinning. According to the best information, the river Neuces was 
the western or southwestern boundary of the province of Texas. If we 
admit our claim to Texas proper to be good, what right had the re- 
public of Texas to cede, and we tc^ possess, that vast tract of coun- 
try between the Neuces and the Rio Grande, an average distance 
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we are told of a hundred and fifty miles, thence northward from the 
mouth of the Rio Grande to its sources in the Rocky mountains, a dis- 
tance of two thousand miles, thus despoiling Mexico of a great part 
of three other provinces, of lands and cities settled by the Mexicans for 
a century ? This tract of country, from the gulf of Mexico to the 40th 
degree of north latitude, is disputed territory. 

Was it right in time of peace to occupy disputed territory, already in 
the peaceful occupancy of another nation, with a military force ? And 
was it just or wise to erect our batteries and point our cannon against a 
peaceful city of Mexico without the limits of the disputed territory? 
This was the immediate cause of the war. Would any independent na- 
tion, endure such a menace ? God will certainly call some of his crea- 
tures to account for all the lives lost and all the disastrous consequences 
of this war ; and the deaths occasioned by it may be registered in heaven 
so many murders. It is said we were attacked, and the infatuated Mexi- 
cans rushed upon ruin. Be it so ; but ought not we, as the more en- 
lightened and powerful nation, to have set them an example of magnani- 
mous forbearance, and not have provoked them to wrath ? The peace of 
Christendom, a peace of thirty years, is broken ; and it is not certain 
that our government can soon restore it if they would. It is the settled 
and strong conviction of many candid and enlightened minds, that we 
might have avoided this war with vastly more honor than we can now 
get rid of it. In maintaining peace and thus imitating the divine benevo- 
lence, the blessings of the world would have rested upon us : now we know 
not of a single nation that lends us its sympathy. 

The organ of the government, the Union published at Washington, 
threatens Mexico with invasion by several armies, with dismemberment, 
with the conquest of her capital, and the subjugation of the whole coun- 
try, unless justice is sooner obtained. Now is there an enlightened christ- 
ian in the world, who does not reprobate such a course ; one who can 
pray acceptably for its success ? But says the soldier, Mexico owes us, 
and we must have justice. Certainly, but there is no law of nature or of 
nations, still less of revelation, which authorizes us to destroy men for 
debt. Shall wc overthrow a sister Republic, weak, erring, changeful ; yet 
a Republic, struggling for existence ? Shall we lay waste an adjoining 
country by fire and sword, kill, plunder and destroy the Mexicans, our 
neighbors, our brethren? Shall we with lead and s'eel cleave down the 
image of God by hundreds and thousands, send ruin and despair upon 
that fair land, and desolation and wo to tens of thousands of firesides in 
our own ? Such a course would be in defiance of all justice, an open 
19 
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violation in the face of earth and heaven of the command of Jehovah, 
" thou shalt not kill." It would plant the seeds of eternal enmity be- 
tween the Mexicans and ourselves, and cover this country with blood- 
guiltiness and shame. 

In relation to wars of retaliation and revenge, of avarice and ambition, 
of conquest and for the extension of territory, wars waged to secure the 
ascendency of a party, or elections to office ; wars to compel an enemy 
to do justice, which means to crush him ; with respect to all aggressive 
wars, I suppose we are perfectly agreed. It becomes then a very serious 
question, whether we have not some important duties to perform at this 
time ? Ought we not to utter a solemn protest against all wars, or all 
which we consider sinful ? and thus with earnest prayer may we not 
stand in the gap between a holy God and a sinful nation, and turn away 
his wrath from us. Or should we fail to do this, may we not, with divine 
aid, rescue the churches from bloodguiltiness ? If unsuccessful here, we 
may at least deliver our own souls. Our protest might be derided by 
wicked men, but it would ascend to heaven ; God would hear. Should 
a note of remonstrance against wicked wars be uttered by the twenty 
thousand ministers of the gospel in this land, it would be heard and 
heeded by a great multitude of people. I have great confidence in the 
christian ministry. 

Brethren, we are watchmen. Should any of the youth of the country, 
or others, for the want of our faithful instruction and warning, enter the 
army and perish in this or any other war, would not their blood be re- 
quired at the watchmen's hands ? Ezekiel 33 : 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Very respectfully your brother in the gospel, 

Daniel 0. Morton. 

Bristol, N. H. August IQth, 1846. 



INFLUENCE OP WAR ON DOMESTIC LIFE. 

BY PROFESSOR THOMAS C. UPHAH. 

In exhibiting the evils of war, more attention has generally been paid 
to the immediate horrors of the battle field, than to the less marked, and 
more remote evils, which have been felt from this source in domestic life. 
So many attractions, addressed both to the sight and the imagination, 
throng around the memorable spot, where large armies meet and engage 
in battle, that notwithstanding the inexpressible horrors of such a scene, 
men seldom turn away to comtemplate the insulated objects of interest, 



